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throughout the night as needed.  The list of collaborative partner agencies goes on and on.  There are now over 20+ agencies that visit the sites to provide support services to the guests.  Again, thanks!





And by no means last but not least, the PORT Steering Committee, Larry, Andrae, Barb, Joe, Tom C, Tom L, Kathryn, Teri, Annie and Jane.  There truly are no words to express my grateful thanks to you  for your continued presence at the PORT Sites, for your input, re-design of the program and on-going trainings provided to the volunteers on a nightly basis.  Larry and Andrae have co-chaired the PORT Steering Committee for over seven years and both are taking “time out” for their families for the 2004 – 2005 PORT season. First Baptist Church East End is undergoing major building and structural repairs and will not be a site for 2004 – 2005.  Good Luck with your building project. I look forward to seeing you again soon!  Welcome Chairperson, Tom Lyon who will be guiding the new and past PORT Steering Committee members as we redefine some of the structures of the PORT program.





To all, thank you for your commitment and unselfish dedication in meeting the needs of the most vulnerable of our community, the homeless men, women and children.





Peace,  Lynne























WISH LIST





Baby clothing, cribs, linens, strollers 


Clothing – men’s, women’s and children’s


Food items for our much-utilized Food Pantry i.e. rice, pasta, flour, canned vegetables and fruits, soups, canned meat, children’s snack foods, etc.


Cars in working order for the growing number of clients in need of transportation assistance


A lawnmower to cut the grass at the rear of LINK’s property


Furniture, refrigerators, freezers, T.V.s, etc.


Office furniture, computers





Please remember that other families utilize your donations.  If you are making a donation of furniture, please ensure that it is in working order, good repair and/or good condition.  Thank you!





Please drop off all donations at the LINK building.

















Hello again! May is upon us and the staff and volunteers at LINK are busily preparing to begin the new CANLINK Permanent Housing Program for Homeless Persons with Disabilities.  CANLINK will be implemented in equal partnership with the Children’s AIDS’s Network Designed for Interfaith Involvement (CANDII), and will serve as an “entry” portal for some of the PORT folks who are homeless and meet the criteria set forth by the fundors of this program, the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).





It’s time to remember ALL who worked so diligently with PORT.  Those of you who provided clothing, food, shelter, housing resources and financial support continue to make the PORT Program so successful. 





 On behalf of the PORT Steering Committee and the Board of Directors,I would like to acknowledge and thank  LINK’s PORT Intake workers for the 2003 – 2004 season - Alicia, Denise and Christy, who are employees of CANDII; Wanda, who works for Serenity House; Dennis, who is relocating his work place; Vera, who works for Tidewater AIDS Crisis Task Force; and Rita, who works for Virginia Power.  A HUGE THANKS to each of you for the fantastic job you did in providing our guests with resources, referrals and on-going one-on-one support throughout the season.





It goes without saying that PORT could not BE without the continued cache of volunteers who represent the “wo/manpower” who work at the sites as members of their partner congregations.  PORT volunteers represent the many interfaith congregations who come forward annually, from near and far, to be of service to the homeless.  These volunteers are folks like YOU, who work so diligently to shop, cook, serve meals, gather clothing for distribution and make available their congregational halls, which are converted into sleeping quarters for the PORT guests.





Thanks also to the City of Newport News Police and Rescue Personnel who are always so prompt in responding to our calls for assistance and who continue to provide back-up support and resources for both the program volunteers and also the PORT guests.  





Thanks to the Hampton-Newport News Community Services Board which provided staff from 10 p.m – 5 a.m for the last several weeks of the program and who were able to provide services for the guests





*** FYI ***


MAY 2004 WILL BE THE LAST NEWSLETTER THAT WILL HAVE ENCLOSED SELF-ADDRESSED ENVELOPE.  THE ENVELOPES ARE COSTLY, THEREFORE, WE HAVE DECIDED TO BE BETTER STEWARDS OF OUR VERY STRETCHED OPERATING FUNDS!


PLEASE CONTINUE TO SEND YOUR DONATIONS TO:  





LINK of Hampton Roads, Inc.


10413 Warwick Blvd.


Newport News, VA 23601





Thank you,


Jeannie MacDonald, Treasurer
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Lynne’s Lines





Blips and Tips for May





LINK of Hampton Roads is proud to announce that our administrative and fundraising costs are just 10.2% of ALL money received, which means that 89.8% of your donations go directly to program expenses!











For the latest info visit us on the web at www.linkhr.org





NAP CREDITS


The Neighborhood Assistance Program (NAP) is a unique program; state tax credits are provided as incentives for contributing directly to an approved non-profit organization such as LINK.  Contributions may be in the form of cash, goods, stock, real estate, professional services, contracted services and rent/lease of the participating nonprofits’ facilities.  In return, the contributor receives credits that may be applied against its state income tax liability.  For more information go to www.linkhr.org.





A LINK SUCCESS STORY


LINK has for some years been utilized by the Newport News Department of Social Services as a training/community-hours site for some of their men and women who are registered with the Virginia Initiative for Employment not Welfare (VIEW).  At the request of a participant, here is a letter that we received this week, describing her experience with the staff and other volunteers here at LINK:





“I came to LINK of Hampton Roads in December 2003 as a VIEW participant.  I was angry, dejected and had no sense of purpose.  I felt that I had nothing to contribute to anyone, until LINK changed my life.





I suddenly felt reenergized, and wanted to learn so much.  Within one month I knew how to be a part of the administrative section of LINK, with little supervision.  I learned how to put things into perspective, to assist clients with their various needs, communicate more effectively with others, and for the first time in a long time, to learn to love myself again.





LINK saw something in me that I didn’t see.  Now I’m about to be employed with a wonderful child care center, I’ve realized that I could no longer hide the fact that I love working with children.  I’ve learned that the storms and struggles will come, that when one has people in one’s life who care about you and want to see one succeed, it makes ALL the difference in the world to one’s attitude!





To Lynne, Aizat, Lisa, Robert, Ms. May and the two Ms. Bernice’s, Sister David Ann, Ms. Jeannie and others who have helped me turn my life around.  I love you all and I hope to continue to serve you for many years to come.  Thank you LINK of Hampton Roads for helping me to make me live and dream again”.  





Sherita “Rita” Hall – Newport News.








LAST CHANCE!





This is your last chance to make your reservation for LINK’s ROCK ‘N ROLL 50’s-90’s DINNER DANCE.





BE THERE OR BE SQUARE!


 Where:  Point Plaza, Newport News


When:  Thursday, May 20, 2004


         Time:  6 p.m. – 10 p.m.





RAFFLE ITEM: Harley Davidson Denim Jacket





 GET READY FOR A FUN NIGHT OUT!!!  











FOSTER GRANDPARENT PROGRAM


LINK staff would like to welcome two more Peninsula Foster Grandparents, in addition to Ms. Bernice Robertson, who has been working with us for some time now.  Ms. May Washington and Ms. Bernice Pearsall joined us in March of 2004.  They all mentor with our youth group and seem to enjoy what they do.  The responses we receive from those they mentor are always positive.  Thank you ladies for caring enough to mentor with our youth.


“I started working with YOUTHLINK as a Foster Grandparent on March 10, 2004. As a mentor, I enjoy working with the youth. It is very exciting because the youth can give me new ideas. Also, I like being with young people. Some of the things we do together include reading, drawing and word games. We have lunch together on Fridays. The girl I mentor is bright and has wonderful ideas. I gave her an Easter basket filled with lots of things in her favorite color. She was excited and happy. Her smile lights up the room. I am glad to be here at LINK as a mentor with the Youth Group.”    -Bernice Pearsall





“Working for LINK as a mentor is a great experience for me and the girl that I mentor.  I’ve been in the program for about four weeks and I really adore the child that I am mentoring and hope that she will keep up the good work and continue with her accomplishments.  For Easter I prepared a basket for her that she enjoyed very much.  We had lunch together which was wonderful, then we walked and skipped back to our destination, looking forward to our next session!”	- May Washington





Continued on page 2











Cover the Uninsured Week


There are nearly 44 million Americans living without health coverage - including 8.5 million children. In 2002, the number of people without health coverage increased by more than 2 million, the largest one-year increase in a decade.��Unfortunately, the problem won't get better soon. Rising health care costs continue to undermine the ability of individuals, businesses and state governments to purchase health care coverage. ��Reversing this disturbing trend, elevating this issue on the national and local agendas, educating Americans about the problem and providing immediate assistance to the uninsured and small business owners are the goals of Cover the Uninsured Week 2004.� �Cover the Uninsured Week will be launched at a national event scheduled for May 5, 2004, and will coincide with a powerful advertising campaign that will be seen and heard nationally and in local markets. Noah Wyle, star of the popular television show "ER," is serving as the campaign's national spokesperson. Noah will speak out on the issue at public events and appear in public service announcements. Other television and sports stars will join in the effort in communities across the country.��To learn more, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.covertheuninsuredweek.org" �http://www.covertheuninsuredweek.org��<� HYPERLINK "http://www.covertheuninsuredweek.org" �http://www.covertheuninsuredweek.org�>  or call (202) 572-2928. We can let millions of Americans live without health coverage, or we can do something about it. ��Key Facts�*The uninsured represent 14.6 percent of the population; 32.4 million adults between the ages of 18 and 64 and 8.6 million people between the ages of 45 and 64 are uninsured �*Eight out of 10 uninsured Americans who are uninsured are from workingfamilies �*Uninsured Americans come from every race, age and ethnic group �*8.5 million children under age 18 are uninsured�*21.7 million men and 19.5 million women are uninsured





Lynne’s Lines continued from page 1





PORT STATISTICS 


2003 – 2004 SEASON (20 WEEKS)


496 unduplicated, men, women and children accessed shelter


20,460 bed nights were used by men, women and children


147 women and children (113 women, 34 children under age 18)


97 Veterans


4,275 volunteers, those we can account for from the PORT sign-in sheets


86,474 volunteer hours 


$1,404,337.70 value of volunteer hours (per Volunteer Center for the State of Virginia)
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